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Introduction

In Volurre 1 of this Study Guide to the compiled notebooks of Oscie Whatley, his work on establishing
better yellow daylilies came to national attention at the 1968 AHS Convention in St. Oddiss first

nine diploid registrations, five marched quickly to reeeAHS Awards of Merit in the 1970s. But Oscie
had already left diploids on the margin of his work and had turned his attention to tetraploids.

He followed the advice of his mentors and began inghdy1960s to establish unique breeding
material by sufecting germinating diploid seeds to a bath of colchicine solution to induce genetic
conversion to tretraploid. He also learned to use colchicine to convert plants in addition to seeds.

He formed a good friendship with Louisiana collector and hybridizerMcKinney, who developed a
mailorder business and began to handle the introduction of plants by Oscie and his friends, George and
Jane Pettus and Harold HarriBhe St. Louis hybridizers had begun to work on tetraploid conversions at
the same time.Volume 2 of this guide covered the decade of friendship with McKinney, ending with
McKinney's death after bloom season in 1979.

While Oscie Whatley had a huge network of strong friendships throughout the United States, a study of
Oscie's work reveals the gth of feeling for the work and legacy of Jim McKinn®&plume 3 begins
with the aftermath of McKinney's death.
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spoken during the bloom season,that Osciginheriteda OY A y se&dth@esand selected

seedlings. Suddenly, the seeds have bgerminated and mapped and the selects are in the crowded

garden. Did Oscie go to Louisiana and brivept back himself2Vhat about the unsold plant stock

McKinney was marketing for Whatley, Harris, and the Pettuses?
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K2g ! ff3I22RQa a HokRERrhe fold McKitneyNBdSulfiked. Allgood is never

mentioned. Advertisements by Meadowlake Gardend'tme Hemerocallis Jourragasel before Allgood

beaYS GKS RAAUGNAROdzI2NI 2F haOASQa RIHetAfAS3%® YR ha
thereisy 2 AYTF2NNI GA2Y | 062dzi K2 haOASQa RIefAftASa oSN



In 1980 here are 36 rows of ten seedlings, total of 343scie included a page of decoding.
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numbers assigned to these seedlings originated with McKinney or with Oscie. Did Oseiétleke
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Oscie saved slides of five of thesdlections.

J20 tet conversion J23 diploid J27 diploid

J37 conversion
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McKinney sent extra seeds to Oscie in 1978.
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This is the most complex seedling crop so far. The easiest challenge is in the abbreviations of
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uncovered his dyslexic problem like this one.
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conjectural decoding from the 1980 map.
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Row 13MAS x LI? MASADA is a tet. LI must be a conversiodBTLE INFANT
LI or 2009 These must be TéITTLE INFAMNNd a tet seedling from TétOPE DIAMOND
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Row 22W2020 2020 is a diploidlITTLE INFAME. MS isMAVIS SMITHThis row ushers in a

bloc of diploid crosses, possibly with some breeding stock McKinney favored.
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248 ostensibly a tet, as it came froml x ENVOY, butpiroved to be a chimerand
wasused a lot as a pod parent in diploid crosses.
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signal diploids within a tetraploid context.

Smald seed 4 Reference to a group of diploid reject seedlings Oscie dug at the Spalding garden
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Monette used when he registerddAZEL MONETIFEL973. McKinney must have told Oscie about the

registration.
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Row 262020 This is a diploid seedling within the conventional numbering of the 2000 series.

Row 28Char CKAAd A& /1 !'w.hbLO9wWZ YR G4KS ONRaa O2dzZ R
Row 31YM YESTERDAY MEMORI&E8om 248, crossed with Mal n @ LiQa LkRaaAaol

sent this seedling to McKinney and McKinney made this cross.

Row 47SSP Tet.SILOAM SPRING PARTY
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limits! There was clearly an exchange of plants between Oscie and McKinney, probably a lot more than
the notebook tells us. Oscie could have made all these crosses with plants McKinney seDseign.

could have been given surplus seeds before McKinney died because Oscie had a poor crop one year.
Oscie could have wanted to rejuvenate his program.

1980 Selects

This is an unusually short list of selects. 2401 is a gold diploid from CHARBON(ERY A Yy S& Qa
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from CARONDELET X Ok1842, meaning 1842 came from breeding with a Ted Okubo seedling. 2413 is
0KS NBEZSNES ONR&aad 2MARSHMALOW CLOYER AcaHOMANIET S NBE (2

Oscie registered nothing from this group of selects.
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The extensive maps for 1981 show that Oscie planted 1,092 seedlings.

There is considerable variety ingtiplantings, along with evidence that in one area of the bed he

grouped the seeds by coldrisred line followed by lavender and rose. The large volume of data is

accompanied by low rigor in distinguishing tetraploids from diploids. He would knowffeeedce, of
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The presence of Harold Harris cultivars and, presumably, surplus seeds astcated at the end of the
map, but rows one through three may also involve seeds from Harris, who lived in the same town.



There is also a large bloc of diploid seedlings at the beginning of the map. Oscie made these crosses in
MPT d AT A M ds Merallyftiatthe seedingd aye in bloom. How can the student of these
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tetraploids. | suspect 248 was a chimera that accepted diploid pollen. | suspect that rows 4 through 25

are diploid crosses and that tetraploid crosses are grouped together in the next section o&ghe m
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unique candidates for conversion. There was an abundance of outstanding material coming out of

Louisiana and Arkansas in the 197&sd Jim MckKiney was an astute collector of the best available.
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Oscie also made a trip, like many other hybridizers, to the garden of Elsie Spalding in Louisiana, where
the selects were generally short attte rejects had taller scapes. Hybridizers could buy rejects for just a
few dollars. Oscie numbered these Spalding seedlings with an S prefix. He did not register any. Harold
Harris, by contrast, registered one under the name FORTUNATA. Oscieamskbdahverted it.






































































































































































































