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Introduction 

In Volume 1 of this Study Guide to the compiled notebooks of Oscie Whatley, his work on establishing 

better yellow daylilies came to national attention at the 1968 AHS Convention in St. Louis.  Of his first 

nine diploid registrations, five marched quickly to receive AHS Awards of Merit in the 1970s.  But Oscie 

had already left diploids on the margin of his work and had turned his attention to tetraploids. 

He followed the advice of his mentors and began in the early 1960s to establish unique breeding 

material by subjecting germinating diploid seeds to a bath of colchicine solution to induce genetic 

conversion to tretraploid.  He also learned to use colchicine to convert plants in addition to seeds. 

He formed a good friendship with Louisiana collector and hybridizer, Jim McKinney, who developed a 

mail-order business and began to handle the introduction of plants by Oscie and his friends, George and 

Jane Pettus and Harold Harris.  The St. Louis hybridizers had begun to work on tetraploid conversions at 

the same time.  Volume 2 of this guide covered the decade of friendship with McKinney, ending with 

McKinney's death after bloom season in 1979. 

While Oscie Whatley had a huge network of strong friendships throughout the United States, a study of 

Oscie's work reveals the depth of feeling for the work and legacy of Jim McKinney.  Volume 3 begins 

with the aftermath of McKinney's death. 

1980          [Return to Contents] 

¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ Ƙƻǿ hǎŎƛŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ WƛƳ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ Ƙe and McKinney had 

spoken during the bloom season, or that Oscie inherited aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ seed harvest and selected 

seedlings.  Suddenly, the seeds have been germinated and mapped and the selects are in the crowded 

garden. Did Oscie go to Louisiana and bring them back himself?  What about the unsold plant stock 

McKinney was marketing for Whatley, Harris, and the Pettuses? 

Oscie needed a distributor.  ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ how and when Oscie met John Mason Allgood and 

Ƙƻǿ !ƭƭƎƻƻŘΩǎ aŜŀŘƻǿƭŀƪŜ DŀǊŘŜƴǎ took over the role McKinney had fulfilled.  Allgood is never 

mentioned.  Advertisements by Meadowlake Gardens in The Hemerocallis Journal ceased before Allgood 

becaƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ ƻŦ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ŘŀȅƭƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ !ƭƭƎƻƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƭƛǎǘǎ, so 

there is ƴƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ŘŀȅƭƛƭƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ мфулǎΦ   



In 1980 there are 36 rows of ten seedlings, total of 349.  Oscie included a page of decoding.   

 

²ŜǊŜ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ǎŜŜŘ ǇŀŎƪŜǘǎ ŎƻŘŜŘ ƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿǊitten out?  I suspect they were 

ŎƻŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ hǎŎƛŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ǇƻǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ !I{ ŎƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ŎƻŘŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƘǳƴŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴ ά¦Φ wǳŦŦ [ŀŎŜΦέ  WƻƛƴŜǊΩǎ w¦CC[95 [!/9 

(1975) is a probabilityΦ  hǎŎƛŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ά/ƻǳƭŘ ōŜ WƻƛƴŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άƭŀǾΦέ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ άƭŀǾέ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƻǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

Checklist rather than from observation.  The other possibility is SILOAM RUFFLED LACE (1976), a gold 

ǎŜƭŦΦ  Lƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŎŀǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ά¦έ ōŀŦŦƭŜŘ hǎŎƛŜΦ  aŜΣ ǘƻƻΗ 

The abbreviation PEB was no mystery to Oscie ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘŜŎƻŘŜ ƛǘΦ  LǘΩǎ [ǳŎƛƭƭŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ tLbY 

95D!w .wh²b όмфтоύΣ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ hǎŎƛŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 

it in 1977. 



 

hǎŎƛŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻƻƪ пс ƻŦ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘions into his garden.   ¢ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜōƻƻƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

numbers assigned to these seedlings originated with McKinney or with Oscie.  Did Oscie take all the 

ǎŜƭŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƻǊ ŘƛŘ ƘŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ пс ƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΚ  Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ hǎŎƛŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘŀƎŜ?  The 

ƻƴƭȅ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ άWέ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ƛƴ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ notebooks in the following years indicates one of these plants 

selected by McKinney himself.  There is at least one other McKinney plant that Oscie later used ς WH-1 

ς ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ that Oscie brought back to Florissant.  

Oscie saved slides of five of the J- selections. 

J-20 tet conversion  J-23 diploid  J-27 diploid 

   
 

J-37 conversion   J-43 diploid 

  

hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ мфул Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ make me imagine 

McKinney sent extra seeds to Oscie in 1978.   



 

This is the most complex seedling crop so far.  The easiest challenge is in the abbreviations of 

/!whb59[9¢Σ ƛƴ Ǌƻǿ н ŀǎ ά¢ /whbέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ǌƻǿ у ŀǎ ά¢ /orndΦέ  bƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ²ƘŀǘƭŜȅ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊ ƴŀƳŜ 

uncovered his dyslexic problem like this one.   

IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ ǇǊŜŦƛȄ ŦƻǊ ǘŜǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǎƻƳŜ 

conjectural decoding from the 1980 map. 

Row 11 AS  Tet. AMY STEWART ό²Φ.Φ aŀŎaƛƭƭŀƴ мфтпύ !a мфулΦ  IŜǊŜ ƛǎ hǎŎƛŜΩs 1978 slide: 

 



Row 13 MAS x LI? MASADA is a tet.  LI must be a conversion of LITTLE INFANT 

LI or 2009 These must be Tet LITTLE INFANT and a tet seedling from Tet HOPE DIAMOND 

Row 16 David  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǿŀǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǎƻƴΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ David was 

мо ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŀ Ǉƛƴƪ ōƛǘƻƴŜ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ · ¢ŜǘΦ FAVORITE ONE 

Row 22 W2020  2020 is a diploid LITTLE INFANT kid. MS is MAVIS SMITH.  This row ushers in a 

bloc of diploid crosses, possibly with some breeding stock McKinney favored. 

Red C, PT SILOAM RED CHARMER and POST TIME, diploid reds 

248  ostensibly a tet, as it came from T-1 x ENVOY, but it proved to be a chimera, and 

was used a lot as a pod parent in diploid crosses. 

Row 23 Okubo  DŀǊŘŜƴ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ мупнΣ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ ŘŜǊƛǾed from Ted Okubo breeding. 

1518 d  άŘέ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ мрму ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ мслл 

ǎŜǊƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ мсмуΦ  ¢ƘŜ άмрέ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƭǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

signal diploids within a tetraploid context. 

Spald seed 4 Reference to a group of diploid reject seedlings Oscie dug at the Spalding garden 

Row 24 Mon -#1 hǎŎƛŜ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ άIŀȊŜƭ aƻƴŜǘǘŜΦέ  L 

ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊ, not the number Olivier 

Monette used when he registered HAZEL MONETTE in 1973.  McKinney must have told Oscie about the 

registration. 

Row 24 Mac#4 w ²ƘƛǘŜ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ MARSHMALLOW CLOUD in 1979.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ƭist of selects in 1980. 

Row 26 2020  This is a diploid seedling within the conventional numbering of the 2000 series. 

Row 28 Char  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ /I!w.hbL9wΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ƻǊ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎΦ 

Row 31 YM  YESTERDAY MEMORIES kid from 248, crossed with MaŎІпΦ  LǘΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ hǎŎƛŜ 

sent this seedling to McKinney and McKinney made this cross. 

Row 47 SSP  Tet. SILOAM SPRING PARTY 

 ALsW  ά!ƭΩǎ ǿƘƛǘŜΣέ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΣ !ƭǾƛƴ [Ŝ.ŜƎǳŜΦ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǇΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ ŎǊƻsses is unlike anything before or after.  Guesswork has its 

limits!  There was clearly an exchange of plants between Oscie and McKinney, probably a lot more than 

the notebook tells us.  Oscie could have made all these crosses with plants McKinney sent him.  Oscie 

could have been given surplus seeds before McKinney died because Oscie had a poor crop one year.  

Oscie could have wanted to rejuvenate his program.   

1980 Selects 

This is an unusually short list of selects.  2401 is a gold diploid from CHARBONIER · aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ 

MARSHMALLOW CLOUD όмфтфύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǇ ŀǎ άaŀŎІпέ ƻǊ άaŎІпΦέ  нплс ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ 



from CARONDELET X Ok1842, meaning 1842 came from breeding with a Ted Okubo seedling.  2413 is 

ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ нплмΣ ŀƴŘ άa/έ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ MARSHMALLOW CLOUDΦ  ά¢[έ ƛǎ THOMAS LEE. 

Oscie registered nothing from this group of selects. 

 

1981          [Return to Contents] 

The extensive maps for 1981 show that Oscie planted 1,092 seedlings.   

There is considerable variety in the plantings, along with evidence that in one area of the bed he 

grouped the seeds by color, his red line followed by lavender and rose.  The large volume of data is 

accompanied by low rigor in distinguishing tetraploids from diploids.  He would know the difference, of 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  άa!¸έ ƛƴ Ǌƻǿ мт might be 

MALAYSIAΦ  ά²Iмέ ƛǎ ŀ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ hǎŎƛŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘΦ 

The presence of Harold Harris cultivars and, presumably, surplus seeds, is concentrated at the end of the 

map, but rows one through three may also involve seeds from Harris, who lived in the same town.   



There is also a large bloc of diploid seedlings at the beginning of the map.  Oscie made these crosses in 

мфтф ƛŦ άмфум .ƭƻƻƳέ ƳŜŀƴs literally that the seedlings are in bloom.  How can the student of these 

ƳŀǇǎ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŀ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ ŀƴŘ hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŀ 

ά¢έ ƻǊ ά¢Ŝǘέ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΚ 

hǎŎƛŜΩǎ ǎŜŜŘƭƛƴƎ нпу ōŜŀǊǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΣ as it is a member of his first generation of induced 

tetraploids.  I suspect 248 was a chimera that accepted diploid pollen.  I suspect that rows 4 through 25 

are diploid crosses and that tetraploid crosses are grouped together in the next section of the map.   

 

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘȅ hǎŎƛŜ ŘƛŘ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǇƭƻƛŘǎ ƛƴ мфтфΦ  hƴŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ 

unique candidates for conversion.  There was an abundance of outstanding material coming out of 

Louisiana and Arkansas in the 1970s, and Jim McKinney was an astute collector of the best available.  

hǎŎƛŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŎYƛƴƴŜȅΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΦ   

Oscie also made a trip, like many other hybridizers, to the garden of Elsie Spalding in Louisiana, where 

the selects were generally short and the rejects had taller scapes.  Hybridizers could buy rejects for just a 

few dollars.  Oscie numbered these Spalding seedlings with an S prefix.  He did not register any.  Harold 

Harris, by contrast, registered one under the name FORTUNATA.  Oscie used it and converted it. 




































































































































